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Tristan Dietrich surfs behind a boat on April 22 at Lake Metigoshe, where the water temperature was 49 out in the middle. Tristan and Nick Dietrich will be giving lessons in surfing and wake
boarding this summer at Lake Metigoshe, which straddles the GCanada-U.S. border in Turtle Mountain south of Deloraine. (Nadine Dietrich/For the Sun)

Crazy soccer mom patrols sidelines with zeal, big camera lens

Kyla Henderson

1 GOT YOU,
BABE

Kyla Henderson is a local

freelance journalist, business owner
and mommy.

Her column runs every week

in the Community News.

» kyla@lilbitbaby.ca

I have a confession to make.

I am one of those crazy
soccer moms.

Tam.

You know, the ones that
other parents look at, point at
and whisper about? Yep, that’s
me.

I never knew I had it in me,
but when the monkey had her
first soccer game earlier this
month, out came the crazy
soccer mom in me.

I used to be one of those
other people who frowned or
poked fun at parents like me.
When the better half and I
would attend sporting games
of nephews, nieces or cousins
and the like, we would be the
ones whispering about the
crazy soccer/football/hockey
parents. The ones that stand at
the front and make all the
noise.

I really didn’t think I would
ever morph into such a parent.
I mean, I used to be shy. In my
junior high school yearbook I
was voted the “sweetest,”
person.

Well, turns out junior high
was a while ago and the
monkey’s first foray into
organized sports has squashed
the sweet in me.

Now nobody panic. I’'m not
the parent that will get into the
fist fight with the referee (a side
note: there are no referees to
get into fights with in Tim Bits
soccer) or another crazy
parent. No one will have to
tackle me and hose me down
with a giant bucket of

Gatorade to calm me down.
I’'m not that crazy parent.
I’'m the other crazy parent.
You know, the one with the

giant camera with the even

bigger lens shooting 500

pictures of one game.

I would like to clarify this,
however.

I have worked many years
as a photographer, shooting
everything from weddings to
sporting events (I even shot the
final of the Safeway Select
Men’s Curling Final one year
for the Winnipeg Sun).

So I just happen have the
equipment. Why not use it to
capture my  daughter’s
amazing athletic ability and
well, complete cuteness? And
I didn’t bring my biggest lens
to the first game. (And maybe
only because I forgot it.)

I’'m a bit of a yeller, too. I
don’t mean to be, but we’re
outside and the kids are loud
and my monkey is on the far
side of the field, opposite to
were the rest of the kids are
kicking the soccer ball.

In fact, she’s staring off into

the distance somewhere,
seeming to be completely
oblivious to the fact that she’s
a player in a soccer game that
is currently happening.
So I yelled some directions.
“Hey you! The ball is over

there! Why don’t you chase the
ball with the other kids?”

I might be a bit of an over-
excited cheerleader, too. The
monkey and I started a team
cheer when she was on her
shift off. Next game we’ll try

to get the wave going.

So I do a little coaching
from the side lines and I have
really good pictures. So what?
The games are sure fun to
watch!

Young plavers warm up hetore a |un|or soccer game at J.R. Reid School in this May 3, 2012 flle

photo. (Colin Corneau/Brandon Sun)
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Is your business about
making the numbers work?

Try this math to help you out:

88% of Adults 18+ read this last week
92% of Men read this last week
86% of Women read this last week

89% of 18 to 34-year-olds read this
last week

88% of Adults 35+ read this last week

92% of Adults with household income
over $50,000 read this last week

What's this?

It's the newspaper with readership
in the top three in all of Canada.

Yep!

BRANDON SUN
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WHAT’S ON?

» Continued from Page 14

Prairie Oasis offers paint class
at9a.m.; exercise at 10 am.; bridge
($3) at 1 p.m. every Wednesday.
For info, call 727-6641.

Gamblers Anonymous meets
Wednesdays and Sundays.
Contact 571-3685 (24-hour
service).

Seniors for Seniors offers
Senior Songbirds at 9:30 a.m.
Cost: $2; afternoon games at 1:30
p.m. every Wednesday. Cost
$3.50 for members; $4.50 non-
members; beginner line dance
classes are every Wednesday from
1-2:30 p.m. Cost each week is
$3.50 for members and $4.50 for
non-members. Please call 571-
2050 to register.

TOPS MB No. 5075 meets at
Grand Valley Community
Church, 18th St. N., with weigh-
in 5:45 p.m., meeting 6:15 p.m.
For more info, Evelyn 727-8985
or e-mail andy208@mts.net.

Wheat City Al-Anon Family
Group meets in the basement of
St. George’s Anglican Church,
side door, 8 p.m. Call 571-3684
for more information.

Canadian Blood Services
donor clinic at The Town Centre
is open Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and 4 -7:30 p.m. and
also the second Saturday of each
month from 9 a.m. to noon. Call
1-888-2-DONATE. Walk-ins
welcome.

Westman Narcotics
Anonymous Group meets at 7:30
p.m. at the AFM — Parkwood
(rear entrance).

Taoist Tai Chi Society beginner
and continuing classes are held at
7 p.m. at St. Matthew’s Church.
For more info call Kathryn at
571-0684.

THURSDAY, MAY 24

Westman Autism Parent
Support Group and Westman
School Clinician’s Association
presents Dr. Temple Grandin at
the Western Manitoba
Centennial Auditorium from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Dr. Grandin
describes the challenges she has
faced and offers no-nonsense
ideas on how others dealing with
autism can meet these obstacles
and improve the equality of their
lives. Tickets available at the
WMCA box office or by calling
728-9510.

The Lion’s Club of Brandon
meet in the Lion’s Den of Lion’s
Manor at 6:30 p.m. Visitors
welcome. For more info, call 571-
6121 or 725-4422.

The Kinsmen Club of Brandon
meets every second Thursday at
Kin Village, 7:30 p.m. For more
information, call John 724-6945.

Moms of Pre-Schoolers
(MOPS) meet at McDiarmid
Drive Alliance Church, 9:45-
11:30 a.m. Babysitting provided.
Call Karrie 728-2473.

LINKS meetings take place at
2510 Park Ave. Contact Vivian
727-1022 or write to 2510 Park
Ave., Brandon, R7B 0S3.

Little Bits of Brandon
Miniature meets at Parkview
Seniors Housing Co-op Ltd. at
1321 13th Street at 7 p.m. For
more info, call Marg 725-0875 or
Leona 728-8181.

Weekly bingos are held at the
Royal Canadian Legion No. 3
banquet hall. Doors open at 5:30
p.m.; early bird at 7 p.m.; regular
games 7:30 p.m. All welcome!

Navy League Cadets for boys
and girls 9-13 years meet
Thursdays from 6-8:30 p.m. at the
Brandon Armoury.

Seniors for Seniors offers
cribbage at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $3.50
for members; $4.50 non-
members; Out to Lunch, a home-
prepared lunch - nutritious and
varied is offered for $8. You must
pre-register. For more info or if a
ride is needed, call 571-2050.

Zen Tao Chi-Kung Tai Chi is
practised at the Brandon School
of Dance (126 10th Street) at 7:30
p-m. Beginners are welcome
anytime. For more info, call
Murray 726-8220; Doug 728-
4976.

Westman Shuffleboard Club
offers floor shuffleboard on
Thursdays and Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
at the Riverview Curling Club.
Newcomers are welcome to try
the game without any obligation.
Instruction and equipment are
provided. For further info, call Ida
728-29217.

Summit Toastmasters
Breakfast Club meet every
Thursday at 7 a.m. at Aaltos. For
information, call Paddy 726-

6480.
Daytime TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly)  meets

Thursdays at 20-7th Street
Health Access Centre with weigh-
in 1:15-1:45 p.m. and meeting at
2 p.m. No gimmicks, just sensible
weight loss since 1948. For more
info, call Betty 725-2691.

Bingo takes place at the
Sprucewoods Community Hall
every Thursday with Share the
Wealth at 6:20 p.m.; early birds 7

p.m.; regular games 7:30 p.m.
There are 17 regular games;
Jackpot $1,000 in 52 numbers; 7
special games which include
Bonanza and a progressive
Jackpot. Canteen open.

The Habitat for Humanity
Restore will be open Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Southview Industrial Park
(17th Street East and Eastern
Access). Donations are accepted.
For more info, call 726-4960 or
573-2285.

Peer-facilitated eating disorder
support groups are offered at 7
p.m. at Westwind Eating
Disorder Recovery Centre. For
more info, contact Lynne at 728-
2499.

SKY-HY Toastmasters meet in
the Blue Room of Huggy’s
Restaurant (Thunderbird Bowl)
for a dinner meeting at 6 p.m.
Call Gerry at 727-0197 for more
info.

Prairie Oasis offers Tai Chi at
10 a.m.; fundraising bingo at 1:15
p.m. (open to the public) every
Thursday. This is a fundraiser for
Meal on Wheels. For more
information, call 727-6641.

Retired Educators’ Bridge
meets at Valleyview Community
Club at 1:15 p.m. Call Vicky 727-

6261.
Sprucewoods Community

Club (hall near Shilo) holds bingo
at 6:30 p.m. with early bird at 7
p.m. $1,000 in 52 numbers.
Lottery Lic. No. 1185 BI BO.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Off
Sensibly) MB #2152 meets at
Knox United Church (17th St.
entrance). Weigh-in 5:50-6:45
p.m., meeting 7 p.m. For more
info, call Olive 728-2898 or 1-800-
932-8677.

Rotary Club of Brandon
Sunset meets at 5:45 p.m. at
Mum'’s Restaurant, Wheat City
Golf Course, in the private dining
room. For further info, call 728-

4924,
Taoist Tai Chi Society beginner

and continuing classes are held at
1 p.m. at St. Matthew’s Church.
For more info call Kathryn at
571-0684.

UPGOMING &
MISCELLANEOUS

The Women'’s Resource Centre
Grand Opening celebration will
take place on May 25 from 1-4
p-m. at 731 Princess Ave.
Everyone welcome. We will be
launching our “Fill Our Hope
Chest” Capital Campaign.
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The Compassionate Friends of
Southwestern Manitoba is
celebrating 25 years of service to
families who have had a child
precede them in death. We invite
all who have experienced the death
of a child at any age, from any
cause to join us at the Children’s
Section of the Brandon Cemetery
at 3 p.m. on May 26, for a short
Program of Remembrance and
Balloon Lift-Off for our children
“loved, lost and remembered.” At
4:40 p.m. join other families at
Central United Church for a pot-
luck supper. Please RSVP to our
email at
southwesternmb@gmail.com or
call 727-1823 and leave your name.

Parkinson Society Manitoba,
Westman and Area, is proud to
announce the first Regional
Conference to be held at the
Royal Oak Inn on May 26. Dr.
Hobson and his team from the
Movement Disorder Clinic in
Winnipeg will be presenting on
research, developments and
interventions for those living with
Parkinson’s Disease. For further
info, call Jenn 761-0031.

Asian Canadian Festival will
take place at City Hall from 1:30-
4 p.m. on May 27. Enjoy the 10th
anniversary celebrations with
local performers from the Asian
Canadian Communities and
other guest performers from
Winnipeg. This is a free event.

Tri-Parish Sunrise Service will
take place May 27 at Dinsdale
Park sponsored by St. Matthew’s
St. George’s and St. Mary’s
Anglican Parishes.

The Wawanesa Lions Club is
holding a Purina Walk for Dog
Guides on May 27 at 1 p.m. with
registration at noon. Meet at the
Lions Clubroom. All funds raised
go directly to the Lions
Foundation of Canada for
raising, training, and supplying
Dog Guides to Canadians at no
cost to the recipient.

Seniors for Seniors are offering
a Driver’s Refresher Course on
May 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Safety Services of MPI will give
this presentation. Soup and
sandwich lunch will be served.
Cost is $7 per person. For more
info, call 571-2050.

Once again it is time for seniors

to “Hit the Road” with Seniors
for Seniors’ bus trips. The first
goes at 8 a.m. on May 29. The
tour of Lower Fort Garry will
include lunch, some shopping
time and buffet supper at the
Royal Fort. Home about 9 p.m.
Bring a water bottle and wear
comfortable shoes. The cost is $90
all inclusive and you must pre-
register by calling 571-2050.
Upcoming: Carman
Multicultural Day, June 30; Clear
Lake Lunch on the Martese, July
17, Peace Gardens and
Anchorage Gardens, Aug. 16;
Qu’Apelle Valley and Esterhazy,
Sept. 18; Virden and Pumpkin
Patch, Oct. 9.

Prairie Oasis will be holding its
annual Paint Display and Dessert
Party on May 30 from 7-8:30
p.m. Come out and see some
amazing paintings and enjoy
dessert and coffee. Tickets are $5.
Call 727-6641 for more info.

A Flea Market and Craft Sale
will take place at Griswold
Curling Rink on June 2 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Free admission. $5
per eight-foot table space. Must
supply your own table. To book
a space call 855-2184. Lunch
made available by the Griswold
United Church Women.

The Royal Canadian Legion
annual Decoration Day and
Memorial Service will take place
June 3 with the parade formation
starting at Canadian Tire parking
lot at 2:30 p.m. Memorial service
at the Cenotaph at 3 p.m. Please
bring your own lawn chairs. For
further info, call 728-5026.

Prairie Grannies is hosting the
third annual Stride for the Tide
to aid African grandmothers raise
their orphan grandchildren. Join
us for a walk or for refreshments
sponsored by Riverheights
Terrace at Princess Park on June
8 between 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Registration is $5. For more info,
call Carol 728-7565.

The Riding Mountain
Conference of Churchmen is
holding their annual men’s camp
from June 8-10 at Riding
Mountain Conference Centre.
Camp starts with a supper at 6:30
p.m. on Friday and ends Sunday
after lunch. Theme speaker is
Dan Palsson and entertainment
on Saturday evening is Larry

Updike and friends. For more
information and registration call
Herman 867-3701 or email
klassenh@mymts.net or go to
menscamp.ca/.

The 30th annual Oldtime
Fiddling Contest will take place
in the Holland Community
Centre June 15-17. Dance to
oldtime music by the
Moonshiners each evening
starting at 9 p.m. On Sunday
dance to the Moonshiners and the
Tiger Hills Group from 1-8 p.m.

The Wawanesa United Church
is conducting a special service as
a celebration of the 100th
Anniversary of the union of the
Methodist and Presbyterian
churches in Wawanesa. The
service wil be held on July 8 in
connection with the Pound, Pail
and Paddle weekend. Church
service will be at 11:15 a.m. with
a lunch to follow. If you or your
family have had connections to
the Wawanesa United Church
over the years, it is hope that you
will attend. There will be a guest
speaker for the service. An
updated written history is being
prepared. A time capsule will be
opened and a historical quilt top
will be on display.

East End Community Centre
presents their 80th Birthday
Reunion on July 20-21. Stroll
down memory lane visiting old
friends and viewing photos from
the past and present. Saturday
will feature a carnival for the kids,
BBQ and outdoor social with live
entertainment. For further info,
call Dana 720-9772 or Randy
721-1059 or email
eecc@hotmail.ca.

Métis Festival, “Two Days
Done the Métis Way”, sponsored
by the Grand Valley Local of the
Southwest Region of the
Manitoba Métis Federation, will
take place Sept. 1-2 on the
property owned by Andy Dubois
34 km south on Highway 10 from
9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Volunteers are
welcome. For further info, call
763-8917, 725-2795 or 726-4470.

Crocus Plains Regional
Secondary School is looking for
donations of grad/special
occasion dresses for students with
financial need. Donations can be
dropped off at the front office of
the school. Donations acce

Each year, the Insurance Women’s Association of Western Manitoba
(LW.AW.M.) hosts a Cancer Care Campaign to raise money for a Western
Manitoba cancer facility or program. Their members represent communities
across Westman, including Brandon, Portage la Prairie, Killarney, Wawanesa,
Minnedosa, Rapid City and Virden. This year, LW.AW.M. displayed their
musical talents and hosted a Karaoke Night at Clancy's Restaurant & Lounge in
Brandon! The evening was a great success, with all proceeds going to the “A Sense

of Home” Campaign.

“Our members strongly
believe in supporting
cancer care campaigns
such as A Sense of
Homeé’ in our
commaunities. Our goal
is to continue to make a
difference to programs
and facilities that help
so many!”

— Andrea Mitchell &

Lori Penner, Insurance

Women’s Association of
Western Manitoba

Brandon Regional
Health Centre
FOUNDATION

\J

By mail:

BRHC Foundation — “A Sense of Home” Campaign

150 McTavish Avenue East
Brandon, Manitoba R7A 2B3

By phone: 204-578-4227
Online:

In person:

www.foundation.brandonrha.mb.ca
at the Foundation office

Main floor, Brandon Regional Health Centre
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Friendship Force befriends
visitors from Brazil

From May 30 to June 6, the Friendship Force of Brandon and
Area will again host a group of international visitors.

This year, our 12 ambassadors come from Sao Paulo, Brazil.

In this unique friendship and cultural exchange, local Friendship
Force members host visitors in their homes and plan a week of
activities in and around Brandon that help them to understand

Canadians and their culture.

This year’s agenda takes us to Clear Lake for a scenic lake tour,
picnic and barbecue; to Virden for an historic town tour; and, of
course, the favourite activity of previous groups — a tour of Green
Acres Hutterite Colony, followed by a visit to a cattle ranch and
walftle picnic on the banks of the Souris River.

In Brandon, we’ll meet the mayor, visit the Daly House Museum,
and the Art Gallery. The most important part of the agenda, though,
occurs in restaurants, at the breakfast and dinner table, and on car
rides as we get to know our new friends.

Friendship Force is about people befriending people. Its purpose
is to bring people closer together through international exchanges
and to sow the seeds of friendship across the barriers — both

geographic and cultural.

A relatively new organization,
to date we have hosted groups
from Belgium and Australia, and
have visited Costa Rica and New
Zealand. Our “outbound”
exchange this year will take us to
Hamburg, Germany in October.

Our organization is open to
anyone in Brandon and area
who enjoys meeting new people
and is interested in learning
about other cultures.

For more information about
the Friendship Force, visit
www.friendshipforcebrand
onmanitoba.org.

» Submitted

Program gives
participants
invaluable
work
experience

The YMCA Summer Work
Student Exchange is a six-week
summer program for 16- and
17-year-old youth.

In Manitoba, each English-
speaking participant is matched
with a  French-speaking
participant from Québec, and
the two youth are hosted in
each other’s homes to deepen
their cultural experience (in
situations where a participant’s
family is unable to host, the
YMCA seeks alternate hosts).

Youth are also provided with
a full-time summer job in the
non-profit or public sector of
the local community in which
they are being hosted, and are
paid the provincial minimum
wage (subsidized by the
YMCA).

This aspect of the program
gives participants invaluable
work experience in day camps,
child-care centres, museums,
libraries, offices, and other
settings, as well as a chance to
use their second official
language in practical situations
on a daily basis.

All participants, families, and
employers will receive support
from a YMCA local co-
ordinator. During weekends
and some evenings, the youth
will join their local co-ordinator
in group activities to explore
their new community and form
lasting friendships.

The summer exchange
program is funded by the
Department of Canadian
Heritage, and is offered at
minimal cost ($50) to
participants.

Natalie Poiron, the local co-
ordinator for Brandon, is
drumming up support for the
program.

1. She encourages Westman’s
16- and 17-year-olds to apply.

2. She’s hoping adult
members of the community
volunteer as alternate host
families.

3. Finally, she hopes
organizations apply to employ
a participant during the
exchange period. Employers
receive a full wage subsidy up
to $2,205 (six weeks x 35
hours/week x  $10.50),
reimbursed at the end of the
program by the YMCA.
Employers are responsible for
payroll  deductions and
remittances.

For more information, visit:
www.summer-work.com or
contact Natalie at:
brandon.swse@ymcagta.org or
by phone at 204-721-0910.
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SAUCER

Keith Van Walleghem (middle
left) looks up at the disc as op-
ponents Luke Klassen and Ryan
Shewchuk look on during the
first match of the year for the
Westman Ultimate Disc League
on May 1 at the Sportsplex. The
local Ultimate league, started in
2007, is still accepting players
of all abilities for the sport,
which plays through August.
(Colin Corneau/Brandon Sun)
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kage includes counter height 42" x 60" table
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CaNADA'Ss ONLY FURNITURE

SUPERSTORES

727-4444

Monday to Friday, 9 am to 9 pm; Saturday, 9 am to 6 pm; Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm

Locally Owned and Operated

73 EXCITING LOCATIONS ACROSS CANADA OR VISIT US AT www.leons.ca
3635 VICTORIA AVENUE, BRANDON

34th St.

Victoria Ave. W.

.‘
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*0.A.C. Allapplicable taxes, electroncs disposal or recycling fees where applicable and a processing fee of $89.95 (Eg. $1500 purchese with $89.95 PF equals an APR of 4.0%) are due at the fime of purchase. Balance s due 18 months from the date of purchase. All tems available while quantites lst. Prices, terms and conditions may vary according fo region.
Selection may vary from store fo store. No extra charge for delivery on most items if purchase amount, before faxes and any fees, is S498 or more. See store for delivery induded areas. Not applicable to previous purchases and markdown items. Al first fime buyers in Ontario must put down a 15% deposit on any financed pick-up purchese over $1,000.

Electronics disposal or recyding fees may apply. See store for defais.



